North Afrlca Wood Spec:es Inbound Trade Tennessee and North Carolina

Mission to Tennessee & North Carolina February 1-5, 2027

Egypt and Morocco are strategic gateways to the North African timber market and represent significant
opportunities for U.S. hardwood and softwood exporters. Both countries have well-established furniture, joinery,
interior fit-out, flooring, and construction industries that rely heavily on imported timber due to limited domestic
forest resources. According to the American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) and USDA Foreign Agricultural
Service, U.S. hardwood lumber exports to the Middle East, North Africa, and Pakistan totaled 45,492 cubic meters
in the first half of 2024, with a value of US$37.8 million, representing a 5.5% increase over the same period in 2023.
Shipments to Egypt continued to grow, while Morocco remains an important market for American hardwoods used
in high-value manufacturing. Red Oak accounted for 56% of all U.S. hardwood lumber exports to the MENA region,
highlighting the strong demand for American hardwood species across North Africa.

This trade mission provides U.S. suppliers with a unique opportunity to meet leading importers, distributors,
manufacturers, and specifiers from Egypt and Morocco through pre-arranged business meetings and industry visits
in Tennessee and North Carolina. By developing direct relationships with North African buyers, U.S. exporters can
strengthen their presence in a growing, import-dependent region, diversify their export markets, and capitalize on
increasing demand for premium, sustainably sourced American wood species across the furniture, architectural
millwork, and construction sectors.

Participation Fee: $35.00
e One-on-one meetings/facility visits with buyers in McMinnville and Knoxville, Tennessee — February 1-3, 2027
or
e One-on-one meetings/facility visits with buyers in Boone and Asheville, North Carolina — February 4-5, 2027
Fee Includes:
e Pre-arranged one-on-one meetings with key buyers, importers, distributors, and/or brokers from North Africa

Registration Deadline: December 1, 2026 (No refunds for cancellation after this date)

Product Samples: All participants are required to provide samples of their products at the event; if there is a
reason you cannot sample your products, you must contact SUSTA’s Global Events (events@susta.org) team upon
registration

Industry Focus: Forest Products

Product Description: Wood species

Activity Managers

North Carolina Department of Tennessee Department of
Agriculture & Consumer Services Agriculture
Michelle Wang David Neumann
International Marketing Specialist (629) 259-0158
(919)707-3141 David.neumann@tn.gov

michelle.wang@ncagr.gov

If you have a question about an event, feel free to contact us at events@susta.org
SUSTA encourages you to enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (state.gov)
and monitor the Travel Advisories (state.gov) webpage before traveling.

Southern U.S. Trade Association, 701 Poydras Street, Suite 3845, New Orleans, Louisiana 70139 www.susta.org, (504)568-5986, susta@susta.org
SUSTA does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity. To file a complaint, please contact the USDA (866) 632-9992:
program.intake@usda.gov. Persons who require a reasonable accommodations or alternative means of communication should contact SUSTA. SUSTA receives funding from USDA, Foreign Agriculture Services to
create opportunities for exporters in the global market. All Global Events are subject to change at any time based upon available program funds, market or other conditions.
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